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Epiphany is the celebration of God’s manifestation or self-
revelation to the world in Jesus Christ. In particular, we 
celebrate the revelation of God’s promise and purpose to the 
nations of the world, as the magi came from the East to 
worship to the Christ child, and God’s covenant of grace is 
extended to all who believe the good news of Christ Jesus. 

The symbolism of light is important: not only because of the star that guided the 
magi, but as it relates to the bright dawning of God’s self-revelation in Christ. 
 
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 94-95) 

 
The word “epiphany” (from the Greek epiphaneia or theophaneia) means 
“appearance” or “manifestation” of God, and has roots in the word for sunrise or 
dawn. In ancient times, an epiphany meant either a visible manifestation of a god or 
the solemn visit of a ruler venerated as a god. 

For Christians, Christmas marks the coming of God to us; Epiphany celebrates the 
appearance of the Lord in the midst of humanity. The Christmas stories of the birth 
of Immanuel declare the divine entry; Epiphany extols the revelation of God to the 
world in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 

In our celebrations of Christmas and Epiphany we rejoice in the dawning and the 
arising of Light in darkness. … Epiphany not only discloses the Savior to the world 
but also calls the world to show forth Christ, to be witnesses to God’s true Light. The 
timeless mystery of the incarnation, God in flesh, leads us forth to show and tell of 
Christ as God’s gift of grace and salvation for all persons. Some call this ongoing 
epiphany the work of Christmas. 

PRAYER FOR EPIPHANY… 

God of endless light, you sent a star— rising from darkness, guiding seekers and 
sages, overwhelming us with joy. Let the splendor of your dawning light grow in us 
and in all the world until the whole creation shines with your glory; through Jesus 
Christ our light. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664502326/the-companion-to-the-book-of-common-worship.aspx


 

 

We pray for… 
Nolan Collins   

 Amy Nolan 
 Maize Thompson 

Those known only to God 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to the Evening Guild ladies for the cookie plate and fruit.  We 
both enjoyed EVERYTHING....such a nice gesture to be 
remembered!  Also, thank you for all the prayers and support as we work 
through things with Nolan's health challenges.  You all are our treasured 
family!  G. JoAnn and Nolan Collins 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH… 
 

Sunday, January 8  

9:00 am – Sunday School 

    10:15 am - Worship, Rev. Dr. Judy Winkelpleck 

   - Communion 

   - Installation of Elders 

    11:15 am – ANNUAL MEETING 

   - PW Meeting following Annual Meeting 

Monday, January 9 – 7:00 pm – Madonna Circle 

Saturday, January 14  

– 9 am - 10am – Deb Kneller Visitation 

- 10 am Deb Kneller Service 

- Lunch at church following burial 

IN MEMORIAM… 
 

Milton Vaughan….died December 24, 2022; a memorial service will be 
held Monday, January 9, 2023, 2:00 pm, at Caldwell Parrish Funeral Home, 
Winterset Chapel. Burial will be in the Winterset Cemetery at a later date. 
 
Roberta Silverthorn…died January 1, 2023; a visitation is being held on 
January 6 from 1:00 – 2:30 pm at Caldwell Parrish Funeral Home, Winterset 
Chapel. Burial will be in the Worthington Cemetery. 
 
Deb Kneller…died January 2, 2023; services will be held at First United 
Presbyterian Church on Saturday, January 14, 10 am.  Visitation with 
family will be from 9-10 am. A lunch at the church will follow burial in the 
Winterset Cemetery. 
 
Donald Henry…died January 3, 2023; services are being held on January 6, 
2023, 2:00 pm at Johnson Family Funeral Home, Earlham Chapel. Burial at 
the McDonald-Chase Cemetery following the service. 
 


